PAGE  
2

[image: image1.png]



Product news
Reference: FTD0040
Date: May 19 2010
FTDI launches USB 2.0 Module to Replace DB9 RS232 Connector on Legacy Boards.

May 19 Glasgow, Scotland – Future Technology Devices International Limited (FTDI) today announced the availability of the DB9-USB-RS232 range of modules, designed to replace a DB9 based RS232 connector, on an existing board design, with a USB 2.0 connector interface.  The modules feature a standard USB ‘mini-B’ type connector in a module which fits the PCB footprint of a standard 9-pin DB9 connector.  The modules are designed to provide a fast and simple method of replacing a DB9 RS232 interface with USB 2.0 connectivity, without the need to change an existing PCB board design. 
Two DB9-USB-RS232 modules are available to replace male or female DB9 connector versions.  The modules are targeted at systems equipped with legacy DB9 based RS232 connectors, which often face connection issues to modern PCs, laptops and other equipment.  The modules provide a mechanism to extend the life-cycle of these systems, whilst providing enhanced capability through the introduction of USB 2.0 connectivity available via the DB9-USB-RS232 modules.      

The DB9-USB-RS232 modules contain all the electronics needed to carry out the conversion between RS232 and USB.  The modules utilise the popular FTDI FT232R, USB 2.0 to serial UART converter IC, which handles the USB protocol conversion.  The FT232R device converts from USB to a serial UART interface, which is then level shifted into RS232 signal levels, within the DB9-USB-RS232 module.  Power to the module is supplied by the USB 2.0 connection.  The modules support a maximum transfer rate of 1MBits/s on the RS232 interface. 
The DB9-USB-RS232 modules are supplied complete with FTDI’s royalty free drivers, which enable a device to be integrated as an additional, (virtual) COM port into an existing software application, thus offering  quick and easy installation without the need for custom driver development or user software redesign.  The range of drivers includes Microsoft WHQL certified drivers for Windows based Operating Systems, drivers for Linux and Mac OS operating systems.  All drivers are freely available for download from the FTDI website.     
Further information on the DB9-USB-RS232 modules is available on the FTDI website: http://www.ftdichip.com
The modules are available from FTDI’s distribution network or direct from FTDI. Pricing for DB9-USB-M (male connector version) and DB9-USB-F (female connector version) starts at $22.04 for single quantities.
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About FTDI

Future Technology Devices International (FTDI) specialise in the design and supply of silicon and software solutions for the Universal Serial Bus (USB). FTDI offer a simple route to USB migration by combining easy to implement IC devices with proven, ready to use, royalty-free USB firmware and driver software. The company’s single and multi-channel USB peripheral devices come with an easy to use UART or FIFO interface. These popular devices can be used in legacy USB to RS232/RS422 converter applications or to quickly interface an MCU, PLD, or FPGA to USB. A wide range of evaluation kits and modules are available to evaluate FTDI’s silicon prior to design-in.

Vinculum is FTDI’s brand name for a range of USB Host / Slave Controller ICs that provide easy implementation of USB host controller functionality within products, and utilise FTDI's tried and tested firmware to significantly reduce development costs and time to market. 

FTDI is a fabless semiconductor company headquartered in Glasgow, UK, and has regional offices in Oregon, USA, ShangHai, China and Taipei, Taiwan. More information is available at http://www.ftdichip.com
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